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‘ON HIS FIRST DAY HE MANAGED TO CAUSE QUITE THE COMMOTION AT. 
‘SCHOOL, I SUPPOSE THAT'S WHAT GOT ME SO INTERESTED IN HIM 
BACK THEN. HE WOULD SPEAK HIS MIND, AND WOULDN'T CARE WHO 

HE INSULTED. QUITE A CHARMER, HE WAS SMART IN THAT DORKY SORT 
OF WAY THAT I ADORE, BUT HE WAS ALSO VERY ATHLETIC, SOMETHING 
MOST OF MY ROBOTICS-CLUB-PEERS WERENT. BACK THEN I DIDNT 
KNOW THAT I WAS GAY, MUCH LESS THAT HE WAS MY FIRST CRUSH: 
YOU REALLY DONT PAY ATTENTION TO THOSE THINGS BEING A DORK 
WHO STILL COLLECTED TRADING CARDS... WELL: ATLEASTI DIDNT... 


youre A MORON! AND NOT ONLY DO YOU 
TACHING WHOLE-HEARTEDLY 

‘SHOULD NOT BE , AE HEARTEDLY 
COLUMBUS 

WAS THE FIRST 

CIVILIZED FUR TO 

STEP ON THE 

a AMERICAS, BUT. 

YOU WANT US TO 

LEARN THIS BULL? 
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THAT WAS QUITE THE STUNT 
YOU PULLED BACK THERE, TAKES A 
LOT OF CONFIDENCE TO DO THAT 


WANT TO 
GO SEE A 


CITY AS WELL, AND SINCE 
YOURE THE FIRST GUY T'VE 
MET SO FAR, I THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOU COULD SHOW ME 
‘AROUND... OH YEAH! 


HEHEHE, YEAH, TLL 
NEVER BE ABLE TO SEE 
HER THE SAME WAY 
‘AGAIN, THE LOOK 

i= ON HER FACE! 
SHE WANTED 

‘TO STRANGLE 

YOU THAT'S 


LOOKING BACK I REALIZE THAT WAS MUCH MORE INNOCENT AND. 
INATVE THAN NOW: AS WE BOTH SAT THERE I ENJOYED THE MOVIE, 
WHILE HE KEPT HIS EYES ON ME. HECK IT WASNT UNTIL A FEW. 
MONTHS AFTERWARDS THAT I RELIZED HE DIDN'T LIKE POPCORN 
[AT ALL, BUT HE KEPT REACHING FOTIT ANYWAYS. 


TIN ANY CASE, I ENJOYED HIS COMPANY AS MUCH AS HE DID MINE, 
AND THAT SAME THEATRE SAW US INIT'S AISLES MANY A TIMES, 
BUT THIS PARTICULAR TIME, WAS THE ONLY TIME I NEVER FOUND, 
MYSELF STARING AT HIM OUT OF THE CORNER OF MY EYE, I DONT 
REMEMBER IF TT WAS BECAUSE I HAD JUST MET HIM, IF IT WAS 
BECAUSE T WAS NERVOUS, OR IF IT JUST WAS A REALLY GOOD MOVIE 
‘AND T ACTUALLY PAID ATTENTION. I DONT THINK HE EVEN CARED 
WHAT MOVIE WE WERE WATCHING: HE THEN LATER CONFESSED THAT 
HE WAS A TAD BIT NERVOUS HIMSELF ABOUT NOT SCARING ME AWAY 
HE WAS AFTER ALL THE NEW KID, AND I HAD BEEN THE ONLY ONE 
WHO APROACHED HIM AS A FRIEND THAT DAY, AND ALL THAT MONTH. 
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FRIENDS, THOUGH 
BOTH OF US FELT MORE 
ABOUT EACHOTHER. WE 
JUST WERENT READY 
TO SAY ANYTHING 
AND I SUPPOSE WE 
WERE BOTH AFRAID 
THAT THE OTHER 
WOULD REACT BADLY, 
WE DID AFTER ALL. 
MEET AT SCHOOL, 
WHICH WAS. 
CHRISTIAN, AND 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 
REPUBLICAN 
ORIENTED TOO. 
BUT ATLEAST THESE 
LAST FEW MONTHS 
OF OUR SENIOR YEAR 
WERE WORTH FAR 
MORE THAN THE REST 
OF MY YEARS THERE, 
AND HIS AT HIS MANY 
OTHER SCHOOLS. 


HIM AND T WERE PARTNERS IN CRIME, WE STUCK TO 


RONICALLY, IT WAS NOT 
[UNTIL WE WENT ON AN 
OVERNIGHT FIELD-TRIP 
[FROM SCHOOL THAT WE 
ICAME QUT TO EACHOTHER. 
WE WERE BOTH UNLUCKY 
IENOUGH TO HAVE GOTTEN 
|THE SPOT ON THE HOTEL 
IFLOOR TO SLEEP ON. T 
[SUPPOSE THAT I WAS THE 
ICLOSENESS THAT WAS TOO] 
MUCH TO BEAR. T COULD 


BE HIS FRIEND 
ANYMORE TOMORROW, 
CALL TT INTUITION, 
BUTI KNEW EXACTLY 
‘WHAT HEWAS GONNA 
‘SAY. INSTEAD OF 
SAYING ANYTHING 
JUST HUGGED HIM 
‘AND NUZZLED HIS 
NECK. JUST LIKE T 
KNEW WHAT HE WAS, 


* [THINKING, I’M SURE HE 


KNEW WHAT WAS IN 
MY MIND. 
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"IN THE FOLLOWING MONTH WE BOTH 

“YALIKE MY LOST OUR VIRGINITY TO EACHOTHER 
AND KIND OF BECAME A COUPLE. “KIND 

OF", BECAUSE NEITHER OF US ACTUALLY 

EVER TALKED ABOUT IT, IT WAS 

UNOFFICIAL, AND WHENEVER T 

BROUGHT UP THE TOPIC, HE WOULD 

CHANGE THE TOPIC, IT WAS ALSO 

VERY CLEAR TO SEE THAT HAVING 

‘COME OUT OF THE CLOSETHAD 

TAKEN A HUGE WEIGHT OFF BOTH 

(OF OUR BACKS HIS MORE SO THAN 

MINE, HE STARTED TO CHANGE 

THE WAY HE DRESSED, THE WAY 

HE SPOKE, AND THE WAY HE 

BEHAVED AROUND EVERYONE 

TIN GENERAL. LIKE A GOOD FRIEND 

OF MINE LATER TOLD ME "A LIE 15 

ALTE, AND THE TRUTH IS 


‘AHH BUT ALAS: 
‘THE UNIVERSE 
HAS A FUNNY WAY 
OF KEEPING 
BALANCE. 

YOU CAN 

NEVER HAVE TOO. 
MUCH HAPPINESS 
WITHOUT SOME 
‘SORROW. AND FOR. 
‘SOME TIME NOW, 
FOR US, IT HAD BEEN GOOD. 
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TL THQNK THAT YOURE THE 
OTTeST Teale IVE EVER SEEN 
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WHAT. DIDNT KNOW ABOUT, 
(AND MOT STRATSHT PEOPLE WOULD 
NEVER UNDERSTAND), WAS THE HUGE 
JINTERNAL STRUGLE THAT. 

HE HAD TO BEAR HIS PARENTS: 

AND ALL THE EXPECTATIONS 

THAT THEY HAD OF HM, 

WHO THEY WANTED HMA 

TO.6E, WHO THEY. 

THOUGHT HIS SONWAS. 

AND ALL THAT THEY 

‘eECTED HIM TO 

ACOMPLISH, 


ReLter0N, 
‘AND ALL THE BAD 
STEREOTYPES AND 

ALL THE MANY 
DIFFERENT WAYS IN 
WHICH HE WOULD BURN. 
ITNHELL FoR LOVIN, 


\, ae 
eee 
rm 

sees 
ee 
ees 
ere 
ame 
means 
Sse 
sree fs 
eee 
sumed 
ssi 
leper 
eta 


{AND SON A VERY SHAKESPEA- 
tea Suns orate ve Foun 

PEASE aaron tne cues 

Fee hr bes Wane 

aves STey ne ata 

Waaue alive with deuazy 

SoertnSe TE rUNeoe FES 

PasenTs ISSR Hon? AND 

ous maton Mtn nears 

WOUS rr Pests Or PaeeoM TaUst ws cou Have 
WOR EAG SEEN THEREFORE ASTFEW yer GREED EMA MORE 
Monts wouts cast was FF won MSH COULD HAVE 
Me raston tou sre nal Trerr ano san REE ENOUEH FO 
anes Way beta pele sTiatee " 
Ges route Teese ens aT 

AOPAG aeOU Ata WTR AL HES LIED 

Welt WAT WAS Tre QUESTION AND AT 

Wat Tune, NOFeveNT mew wierhe 

Mabe asenoree one thine Mt ony 

MeO TS WAT WRENTING TO GOSE, 

Teevehsesch wnat ny rate oats 

ANG HOW WUCh WISDOM THERE 1 IN THOSE 

FW Motes: “a leit, the rah as beter * 


BUTT WASNT, AND OFF HE WENT TO BERKELEY, AND HERE T REMAINED INLA. 


SOMETIMES T THINK THAT HE TOOK THE EASY WAY OUT, THAT HE CHOSE TO 
LEAVE AND YIELD TO EVERYONE AROUND HIM AND THETR DEMANDS, AND T FELT 
BETRAYED BECAUSE IT WAS FOR HIM THAT T CHANGED WHO T WAS, AND IT WAS. 
FOR HIM THAT T CAME QUT OF THE CLOSET. BUT TT WAS HE WHO QUICKLY WENT 
BACK IN WHEN THINGS GOT CHILLY. 

‘ACTUALLY, T REMEMBER THE WEEK BEFORE AND AFTER GRADUATION, THE DAYS 
THAT WERE SUPPOSED TO BE SOME OF THE HAPPIEST MEMORIES IN LIFE, TURNED 
PRETTY SOUR, AFTER ALL, LOOSING HIM WAS TECHNICALLY LOOSING MY OTHER 
HALF: LOOSING THAT PART OF ME THAT ALLOWED ME TO BE STRONG AND PROUD OF 
TWAS. IVE ALWAYS SAID THAT TF YOU DONT DRAW STRENGHT FROM THE PERSON 
YOU LOVE, THEN YOU DONT REALLY LOVE THEM, YOU JUST LIKE THEM, 

IN ANY CASE, HE MOVED OUT, AND MOVED ON, 
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ARTER ALL... IF ALL OF THES 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
HAPPENED, T WOULD 


PROVABLY STILL 
REA 
‘SHY-QUAINT 
bos. 


> 
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